
Read & Download (PDF Kindle) 
What's the Use of Truth?

 Claude Romano

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/mrpNq/Whats-the-Use-of-Truth
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/mrpNq/Whats-the-Use-of-Truth
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/mrpNq/Whats-the-Use-of-Truth
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/mrpNq/Whats-the-Use-of-Truth


What is truth? What value should we see in or attribute to it?The war over the meaning and utility
of truth is at the center of contemporary philosophical debate, and its arguments have rocked
the foundations of philosophical practice. In this book, the American pragmatist Richard Rorty
and the French analytic philosopher Pascal Engel present their radically different perspectives
on truth and its correspondence to reality.Rorty doubts that the notion of truth can be of any
practical use and points to the preconceptions that lie behind truth in both the intellectual and
social spheres. Engel prefers a realist conception, defending the relevance and value of truth as
a norm of belief and inquiry in both science and the public domain. Rorty finds more danger in
using the notion of truth than in getting rid of it. Engel thinks it is important to hold on to the idea
that truth is an accurate representation of reality.In Rorty's view, epistemology is an artificial
construct meant to restore a function to philosophy usurped by the success of empirical science.
Epistemology and ontology are false problems, and with their demise goes the Cartesian
dualism of subject and object and the ancient problematic of appearance and reality.
Conventional "philosophical problems," Rorty asserts, are just symptoms of the professionalism
that has disfigured the discipline since the time of Kant. Engel, however, is by no means as
complacent as Rorty in heralding the "end of truth," and he wages a fierce campaign against the
"veriphobes" who deny its value.What's the Use of Truth? is a rare opportunity to experience
each side of this impassioned debate clearly and concisely. It is a subject that has profound
implications not only for philosophical inquiry but also for the future study of all aspects of our
culture.

Necessary for serious philosophy collections. ― BooklistPoses and admirably responds to
questions which have a direct bearing on my view of existence. ― The Voice MagazineAbout the
AuthorRichard Rorty (1931–2007) was professor of comparative literature and philosophy at
Stanford University. His Columbia University Press books include An Ethics for Today: Finding
Common Ground Between Philosophy and Religion (2010) and The Future of Religion
(2005).Pascal Engel is ordinary professor of contemporary philosophy at the University of
Geneva and has taught at the Sorbonne. He is the author of Truth (2014) and The Norm of Truth
(1991).William McCuaig is a translator living in Montreal.
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Kyle, “Truth, where's Rorty?. Rorty doesn't argue his (actually very subtle and complex)
positions. Just responds with a bunch of generalitions that wouldn't suffice in a relatively
sophisticated undergtrad course.”

Cerasel O. Cuteanu, “Excellent book for people studying Rorty's view on truth. Very systematic
approach of the concept of truth - both in what Engles' view and Rorty's is concerned.”

robin friedman, “A Debate On Truth. This recent short book, "What's the Use of Truth?" (2007)
consists of the text of a debate held between two distinguished contemporary philosophers,
Richard Rorty and Pascal Engel, at the Sorbonne in 2002. Rorty began his career as an analytic
philosopher who edited a collection of texts in a book called "The Linguistic Turn." (1967) But, in
his book "Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature" (1979) and many later writings, Rorty became
disillusioned with analytic philosophy and, indeed, highly skeptical of the philosophical project
as traditionally conceived. Rorty became a self-styled "pragmatist" in the tradition of John
Dewey. Pascal Engel, in contrast to Rorty, began as a European philosopher steeped in
Heidegger. He has since tried to bring European thought closer to the techniques and questions
of analytic philosophy.The subject of the Engel-Rorty debate is the nature of truth and whether
the concept of truth is philosophically important. Rorty argues for a "deflationist" account of truth,
and maintains that there is little benefit to be gained from studying the conundrums that
philosophers have erected around the concept. Rorty claims to adopt the pragmatist maxim of
William James that "if a debate has no practical significance, then it has no philosophical
significance." To simplify greatly, Rorty rejects an approach in which true statements are thought
to bear a relationship of correspondence to an independent reality. True statements are those
accepted by a community under standards used by that community whether the statements be
scientific, artistic, technical, political, religious, ethical what have you. There is no metaphysical
entity called Truth for Rorty, and to say, for example, that ""The cat is on the mat" is true" is, in
most circumstances, only to say "The cat is on the mat."In the debate, Pascal Engel agrees with
Rorty on some important points. Notably, he rejects any metaphysical notion of "the Truth" and
he also rejects representationalism for the most part. But while Rorty claims to be a follower of
James and Dewey, Engel is closer to the earlier American pragmatist, Charles Peirce. Engel
argues that the concept of the truth as an important regulatory role to play in human thought by
setting a goal and limiting condition of human inquiry. Engel discusses what he describes as the
assertion-belief-truth triangle by which he endeavors to show that the question of the
acceptability of a particular statement by a group cannot be reduced to the question of the truth
of that statement.Following the statement of their basic positions, Rorty and Engel engage in a
brief discussion which grows increasingly heated.As is often the case, Rorty states his position
eloquently and rhetorically, with references to himself and those who think with him as "we



pragmatists", "we quietists" and the like. It is difficult to take a good hard look at Rorty's views.
Rorty does not seem to me entirely consistent in his pragmatism and anti-metaphysical
orientation, as he slips, in places in his discussion, into a philosophical naturalism with no place
for any form of theology. In other places, his approach seems to be of the breadth to allow
theological discourse, just as any other discourse, as long as it serves a human need. Engel
works hard in the debate to establish the importance of a limited concept of truth, but I was
struck by how much the contours of philosophical debate have shifted towards a position much
influenced by Rorty.This book is short, lively, and provocative. I think it too brief and too
concentrated to make a good introduction to the issues it addresses. This book will be of interest
to serious students of philosophy and to those interested in the claimed death of or at least
reformulation of this venerable discipline.Robin Friedman”
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